TO  THE  BOOTLE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 




ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1898. 


January  20th,  1899. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  bring  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1898, 
and  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  District  during  that  period 
has  been  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  existing  insanitary  conditions  mentioned  in  my 
last  Report  have  been  remedied,  and  as  regards  the  Drigg, 
The  Green,  and  neighbouring  country  Water  Supplies,  they 
have  been  under  consideration,  and  although  many 
difficulties  have  presented  themselves  in  the  way  of  carrying 
out  schemes  which,  when  finished,  would  be  nearly  “self 
supporting,”  the  districts  being  so  thinly  populated,  and  the 
tenements  and  farmsteads  scatterred,  yet  by  the  munificence 
of  several  gentlemen  and  landowners,  and  the  efforts  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Council,  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
water  supplies  being  obtained  shortly. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  any  serious  outbreaks 
of  Infectious  Diseases.  Nineteen  cases  have  been  notified 
to  me  from  various  parts  of  the  district,  ten  being  Enteric 
Fever.  All  the  cases  were  sporadic. 

From  the  adjoining  Tables  you  will  see  that  the 
number  of  deaths  is  less  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  six 
years,  especially  in  the  Millom  Rural  District,  consequently 
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the  death-rate  is  the  lowest.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is 
lower,  and  the  Zymotic  death-rate  is  also  low. 

With  regard  to  the  new  Vaccination  Act,  it  is  very 
serious  to  think  what  fearful  results  may  occur  from  there 
being  so  many  unvaccinated  people  supplying  food  for  the 
development  of  that  loathsome  disease  and  fearful  scourge, 
Smallpox,  no  other  preventative  or  mitigating  treatment 
having  been  substituted.  I trust  that  the  new  Act  may 
soon  be  amended,  especially  the  Conscience  Clause,  which 
is  extremely  feeble. 

There  is  one  thing  that  I should  like  to  bring  especially 
before  your  notice,  and  that  is  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
in  man  and  beast.  This  is  a most  important  subject,  and 
should  receive  your  serious  consideration.  Dr.  Barnes,  in 
his  summary  of  Annual  Reports  for  1897,  specially  mentions 
it,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  exercising  the  minds  of 
many  all  over  the  country.  Phthisis  should  be  unknown  in 
our  lovely  healthy  fells  and  dales,  and  by  the  sea,  but  it 
occurs  fairly  frequently,  and  this  particularly  struck  me 
when  I first  came  to  reside  in  Cumberland.  One  great 
cause,  I think,  is  inter-marrying  and  poor  living,  which 
generates  poor  constitutions,  happy  hunting  grounds  for  the 
tubercle  bacilli,  most  probably  obtained  from  tuberculous 
milk  and  meat,  which  from  recent  reports  are  far  too 
common. 

We  hear  of  banatoriums  being  established  for  the  open 
air  treatment  of  Phthisis  (which  is  undoubtedly  the  treat- 
ment) in  various  parts  of  England,  in  the  hopes  of  curing 
those  afflicted  with  this  disease,  but  considering  the  climate 
of  England  the  last  few  years,  how  changeable  and 
intemperate,  one  day  excessive  heat,  the  next  the  reverse,  I 
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am  afraid  the  treatment  will  scarcely  answer.  I also  think 
that  at  the  same  time  we  are  endeavouring  to  discover  the 
best  treatment,  we  should  also  try  to  remove  some  of  the 
causes,  and  one  important  one  is  Tuberculous  Milk  and 
Meat.  The  prevalence  of  Tuberculosis  amongst  cattle,  and 
as  a source  of  infection  to  man,  is  only  too  true.  Dr. 
Barnes,  in  his  report,  says— “he  has  been  informed  that 
at  least  25  per  cent,  of  all  milch  cows  in  this  district  were 
affected  by  it.”  Therefore,  it  is  the  interest  of  all  to 
combine  together  and  endeavour  to  control  its  prevalence 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The  scheme  must  be 
universal.  Nothing  smaller  than  a County  scheme  would 
answer.  I therefore  ask  you  to  support  our  County  Town 
Sanitary  Officials  in  their  endeavour  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  Tubercular  diseases.  All  Tubercular  diseases  ought  to  be 
notified,  both  in  man  and  beast,  especially  Phthisis,  which 
should  be  treated  with  strictest  attention  to  hygiene  and 
disinfectants,  like  other  infectious  diseases.  Success  has 
followed  official  efforts  in  dealing  with  Swine  Fever,  Cattle 
Plague,  Pleuro-pneumonia,  &c.,  and  I hope  that  the  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  disease  is  at  least  brought  under 
control  Various  ways  are  suggested  for  the  prevention  of 
the  sale  of  Tubercular  Milk  and  Meat,  and  we  in  England 
seem  to  be  far  behind  other  countries.  All  the  Australian 
Colonies,  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  many  other  foreign 
countries  have  lately  very  practically  shown  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  diagnostic  value  of  Tuberculin,  by  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  any  animal  not  standing  the  test.  This 
test  is  so  far  the  most  reliable,  giving  over  90  per  cent,  of 
the  animals  tested.  This  is  a very  important  subject  for 
the  British  farmer,  on  account  of  the  direct  loss  by  death 
and  by  seizure  of  carcases  after  slaughter,  for,  though  in 
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the  first  instance,  in  these  cases  the  loss  may  fall  upon  the 
butcher,  it  is  evident  that  it  must  in  the  end,  in  some  form 
or  other,  affect  the  farmer  by  the  liability  to  have  his  dairy 
produce  declared  unfit  for  food,  the  disadvantage  he  is  placed 
in,  as  compared  with  foreign  competition,  home-grown  meat 
being  refused  by  some  butchers,  also  the  depreciation  abroad 
of  English  bred  stock. 

The  principle  of  action  should  be  that  it  is  the  interest 
of  everyone  concerned,  breeders,  butchers,  dairymen,  &c.,  to 
eliminate  Tuberculosis  from  herds  and  prevent  the  disease 
itself,  and  that  they  should  be  able  to  buy  under  a 
guarantee  of  freedom  from  Tuberculosis,  and  there  appears 
only  one  way  of  doing  this,  and  that  is  the  sale  of  every 
animal,  conducted  legally,  that  every  animal  withstand  the 
Tuberculin  test.  For  a few  years  there  would  be  great 
complaints  of  hardship  and  loss,  but  probably  some  means 
of  compensation  might  be  arranged,  for  gradually  under 
this  legislation,  breeders  would  weed  their  herds,  and  in 
four  or  five  years  might  and  should  be  able  to  regard  this 
legislation  with  indifference,  as  in  that  time  it  would  cease 
to  operate  against  them,  and  at  the  same  time  they  would 
find  that  their  prosperity  had  been  increased  and  become 
confirmed. 

In  conclusion,  I again  thank  the  Council  and  other 
officials  for  the  aid  they  have  rendered  to  me  in  discharge 
of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  EDEN  CASS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  A.— POPULATION. 


Census,  1881  ...  ..  ...  ...  5,992 

„ 1891  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,982 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1898  ...  ...  5,973  nearly 


BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  (with  their  rates). 


Births.  Birth-rate. 

Deaths.  Death-rate. 

1892 

..  140 

23-4 

95 

15-8 

1893 

131 

21-8  ... 

101 

16-8 

1894 

...  135 

22-5  ... 

79 

13-2 

1895 

...  131 

21-9  ... 

80 

13-3 

1896 

...  126 

21-1  ... 

73 

12-2 

1897 

...  138 

23-09  ... 

94 

15-7 

1898 

...  130 

21-7  ... 

67 

11-2 

Table  B.— DEATHS. 

1894. 

1895- 

896.  1897. 

1898. 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  18 

13 

9 14 

10 

1 and  under  5 years  ...  7 

7 

6 3 

5 

5 

15  „ ...  2 

0 

2 4 

0 

15 

25  „ ...  5 

0 

2 4 

5 

25 

65  ,,  ...  24 

26 

22  18 

21 

65  years  and  upwards  ...  23 

34 

32  51 

26 

Totals  ...  79 

80 

73  94 

67 

Table 

C. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

1S94.  1894.  1896.  1897.  1898. 

1894.  1895.  1896.  1897.  1898. 

Males  . . . 

70  67  77  75  73 

...  44 

47  42  53 

31 

Females  .. 

65  64  49  63  57 

...  35 

33  31  41 

36 

Totals 

135  131  126  138  130 

79 

80  73  94 

67 

1894.  1895.  1896.  1897 

1898. 

Inquests 

11  8 

5 5 

3 

Uncertified  Deaths 

8 0 

0 2 

0 

Deaths  in 

Workhouse... 

7 3 

4 4 

3 

Table  D.— ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE. 

1894  = 1-9  1895  = -3  1896  = -5  1897-5  1898  = -1 
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Table  E. 


Infant  Mortality,  1894  ...  ...  188 

„ 1895  ...  ...  ...  99 

„ 1896  ...  ...  ...  70 

„ 1897  ...  ...  ...  101-4 

„ 1898  ..  ...  ...  76-9 


Table  F. 

1897.  1898. 

Births.  Deaths.  Births.  Deaths. 


to 

<0 

to 

to 

IO 

<Lt 

a 

s 

<U 

rt 

O 

to 

JJ 

C3 

£ 

<v 

rt 

O 

to 

15 

15 

£ 

0 

rt 

O 

t/i 

u 

15 

15 

£ 

<L> 

1 

rt 

O 

s 

H 

S 

u, 

H 

s 

H 

H 

Birker  and  Austhwaite 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Bootle 

12 

7 

19 

12 

4 

16 

5 

7 

12 

5 

4 

9 

Corney 

2 

3 

5 

2 

... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Drigg  

9 

6 

15 

4 

6 

10 

7 

8 

15 

4 

5 

9 

Eskdale 

8 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

W astdale 

1 

1 

Irton... 

6 

8 

14 

3 

4 

7 

10 

1 

11 

1 

4 

5 

Millom 

22 

20 

42 

1816 

34 

29 

26 

55 

4 

913 

Muncaster  ... 

9 

3 

12 

2 

8 

5 

9 

6 

15 

4 

5 

9 

Ulpha 

3 

... 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Waberthwaite 

1 

8 

4 

3 

• • 

3 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Whitbeck 

8 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

... 

1 

1 

Whicbam 

5 

9 

14 

4 

4 

8 

6 

2 

8 

5i 

... 

5 

Totals 

75 

63 

138 

53, 

41  94 

73 

57 

130 

3136 

67 

Table  G. — The  Causes  and  Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Localities  of  the  District. 
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Table  H.— AGE  MORTALITY. 

1897.  1898. 

Under  5 5yems&  Under  5 5 years  & 
years.  upwards.  years.  upwards. 


Deaths 
during 
1897,  1898. 

Disease. 

Males. 

X 

£ 

r© 

fa* 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

X 

— 

3 

w— 

1 Females. 

Total. 

x’ 

O 

'x 

s 

CD 

© 

'd 

£ 

© 

fa 

Total. 

Small  Pox 

Measles  ... 

I I 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

I 

I 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

I 

I 

I I 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Parturition 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fevers 

2 2 

Phthisis  ... 

I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

*2 

Q 3 

Bronchitis 

O 

O 

t: 

2 

7 

2 

I 

J 

4 I 

Pneumonia 

I 

1 

j 

7 

*2 

I 

<5 

I 

1 1 

Pleurisy  ... 

1 

I 

1 

I 

12  s 

Heart  Disease  ... 

7 

12 

2 

6 

8 

Tubercle  of  Lymph  Glands 

3 2 

Dentition  and  Convulsions 

2 

1 

3 

I 

I 

2 

Diseases  of  Brain  and  Nervous 

8 9 

System 

I 

I 

2 

2 

4 

6 

I 

2 

3 

2 

4 

6 

7 2 

Malignant  Disease 

1 

2 

I 

I 

2 

3 2 

Injuries  ... 

3 

J 

3 

2 

2 

7 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

00 

CO 

All  Other  Diseases 

7 

7 

15 

23 

38 

I 

7 

S 

•4 

12 

26 

94  67 

Totals 

.4 

3 

17 

393877 

1 1 

5 

IO! 

T 

26 

1 

52 

Tablk  1.— NOTIFICATION  ACT.— List  of  Cases  Notified  during  1898. 
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NOTIFICATION  ACT. — Age  Record  of  Cases  Notified  during  1898. 
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Totals 


Table  K— NOTIFICATION  ACT.— Monthly  Record,  1K98. 
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